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See Melvin Dubnick, Accountability and the Promise of Performance: In Search of the Mechanism, Public Performance &
Management Review, Vol. 28:376, p. 376-417( 2005).
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Abstract: The reform of the scientific research project funds management system and
mechanism is the core move to deepen the reform of ‘delegate power, streamline administration
and optimize government services’ in the field of science and technology. The essence of the
legalization of the scientific research project funds management system and mechanism is the
normalization of the allocation of power (right), obligation and responsibility between the state
and science in the management of scientific research project funds based on the respect for
scientific contractual relation. At present, the funds’ management of scientific research projects
in China faces many problems such as unscientific organizational mechanisms and unsmooth
operating mechanisms which have severely hindered the steady progress of the modernization
process of funds governance capabilities and governance levels. It is necessary to realize the
legalization of scientific research project funds management reform, based on the optimization
of the power allocation of scientific research project funds management, to enhance the
protection of the right of scientific research project funds management, taking the compatibility
of responsibilities and effects as the guarantee, so as to explore the legalization path of scientific
research project funds management that not only meets the basic requirements of public financial
management, but also meets the basic rules of scientific research activities, and helps to build an

innovative country.
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